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The "Hood"
Charlene Boyle
PSYC HOLOGI STS, attempting. to .elin.linate fu.rther probing of thejuvenile delinquent known as a "hoed," have simply labelledhim a non-conformist. Yet is this classi fication correct? The
"hood" wears black boots rather than oxfords or white bucks; the
"hood" prefers long hair with a "duck tail" or sideburns to a crew
cut; the "hood" feels more comfortable in a black leather jacket than
in a car coat; the "hood" continually attempts to prove that he
"belongs" rather than believe that he does; the "hood" uses his
own language in addition to that of normal teenagers. While differ-
ing from them, he shares his peculiarities with all other "hoods."
Therefore, while not acting in accordance with the socially acceptable
standards of the older generation, he is con forming to the strange
codes of his own kind and cannot he called a true non-con Iorrnist.
It seems that psychologists do need to study this individual more
closely, and one point at which to start is an analysis of the "hood's"
language.
Garnered from a variety of sources, the "hood's" vocabulary
includes excerpts from the typical teenager's lingo, from parents'
blasphemous outbursts, from the motion picture and television
villains' sadistic remarks, and from newspaper accounts of de-
linquents' remarks. The average teenager frequently uses words
such as "crazy," "square," and "cat" or sentences such as "I dig
you" or "I flipped over her" which are bewildering to staid adults.
These expressions are interspersed throughout more conventional
conversation, however. The "hood," on the other hand, selects the
"teen talk" which is least like standard English and uses it as the
foundation of all his speech. Since the "hood" is usually the product
of parents who are void of interest, love, or sympathy, he avoids all
ties with home except in the matter of profanity. Such discourse as
often is exchanged between an angry husband and wife provides rich,
colorful language from which the enraged "hood" can draw. Because
his parents fail to gain his respect either through neglect or lack of
understanding, the "hood" turns to the entertainment world to pro-
viele him with the heroes he needs. His basic insecurity makes him
admire someone who has a domineering personality and seems fear-
less in every situation. His obvious preference is for the "bad guy"
since the delinquent feels that he is in a sense an unwilling "bad guy,"
badgered by his parents and by convention, From the fictitious
villain he adopts such criminal classics as "heater" for gun, "take
the rap" for assume the blame, "on the lam" for in trouble with the
law, "let's scram" for let us leave, "squeal" for give information,
and "copper," "blue-boy," and "flatfoot," among other synonyms,
for an officer of the law. Since the "hood" himself is curious about
his kind and enjoys notoriety just as his heroes do, he eagerly reads
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newspaper descriptions of drag races, "chickie" runs, gang fights, or
other incidents involving so-called "hoods." From these accounts
he picks up further additions to his garbled and unusual language.
Perhaps the 1110st unfortunate aspect of the "hood's" language
and the one most responsible for his behavior, however, is his in-
correct interpretation of such abstract concepts as "faith," "courage,"
"heart," "loyalty," and the like. Perceiving the significance of these
WOl·c!S by their use in reference to deeds of valor or love, yet failing
to receive instruction in their exact meaning, the "hood" attaches the
importance of these words to trivial occurrences within the realm
of his own experience. Taken into custody for slaying a member of a
rival gang, one teenager explained that his friends had "faith" in his
ability to carry out his assignment, and, although he liked his victim
personally, his "loyalty" to his gang was more important. The "hood"
also uses the terms "courage" and "heart" in j usti fying his "chickie"
runs, Russian roulette, and other deadly games. In his efforts to live
up to his incorrect ideals, to flaunt his disrespect for his parents, and
to be different from other teenagers, the "hood" is sometimes called
a simple non-conformist, but an analysis of his language helps to
explain his behavior as part of a group in more exact terms.
The Resources of the Dictionary
Don Mobley
ADTCTION AllY is many things to many people. To the business-man and the teacher, it is an indispensable tool. To a balkingstudent, it may be a volume as vague as a folio of black magic.
In order to discuss the use of a dictionary, however, one must find
some means of comparison. Surely, the extraction of precious metals
from ore seems analogous, and, as in metallurgy, both good and bad
methods persist. Amalgamation and gravitation are, for example,
important both to mining and to the mind.
In amalgamation, gold particles from crushed ore are obtained by
associating them with mercury. A process of selective differentiation
must then follow. Words, too, are associated and differentiated be-
tween, even some which seem at first glance to be synonymous. For
example, although "stench" and "fragrance" are definitely allied,
a rose does not possess "stench" nor zarbaze "frnzrance." The words
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are associated, but 111 each case one noun is the gold and the other
the mercury. Th.e value of associating true synonyms, however,
cannot be overestimated. Although standard dictionaries list manv
such speci fic works as Dr. Devlin's D'ictionary of SVl1onym.s en.;(;
Antonyms have fulfilled a need, the wailing of which could be heard
from the halls of Harvard to the doorsteps of Cal Tech.
Gravitation, the settling out of heavier particles, occurs in a huge
vat. The lighter metals are held in the surface froth and can be
skimmed off. A student, too, can lightly skim off the "surface froth"
of his dictionary-and achieve only the mediocre triteness of cotton
